Lectin synthesis in developing and germinating wheat and rye embryos.
Wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) and rye (Secale cereale L.) lectins are specifically synthesized during seed formation. They accumulate exponentially in the primary axes in a period coinciding with the development of this complex organ. Since the specific lectin content also increases dramatically, there is apparently an outburst of lectin synthesis during the development of the primary axes. Germinating embryos also synthesize some lectin. The fortunate availability of a highly specific procedure for the isolation of cereal lectins enabled us to follow the kinetics of their synthesis during early germination. Stored mRNAs appear to be involved in this residual lectin synthesis.